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Mackay School District COVID-19 Conditions 
Reopening Plan – Approved July 27, 2020 

 
Our goal is to reopen schools in August while addressing the conditions related to COVID-19. It 
is the district’s responsibility to provide a safe and healthy learning environment for all 
students, and a safe and healthy work environment for staff. The size of our district and the 
number of staff have been considered. Prior to reopening school, Mackay School District 
teachers and support staff will participate in professional development designed to improve 
their remote teaching skills. In addition, all teachers have been provided a new laptop and 
webcam to better facilitate remote and online learning. Our plan is aligned to guidelines 
provided by Eastern Idaho Public Health and the Idaho State Board of Education. As conditions 
change, the way we provide instruction will need to adapt to our school and community. The 
plan includes a Green-Yellow-Red system that outlines what students, staff and parents can 
expect under different conditions.  
 
The decision-making hierarchy for opening our schools is as follows: 

1. Local Boards of Trustees 
2. Local Health Department 
3. State Board of Education 
4. Department of Health and Welfare 
5. Governor 

 
GREEN: Full Return with COVID Precautions – Mackay schools will reopen with students 

attending school fulltime and schools implementing reasonable procedures in accordance with 
health guidance. Guidelines include physical distancing, increased sanitization, and 
recommended masks or face coverings when a physical distance of 6 feet cannot be 
maintained.  

 
COVID-19 Conditions: Evidence of isolated cases or limited community transmission, case 
investigations underway, no evidence of exposure in large communal setting, e.g., healthcare 
facility, school, mass gathering.  Guidelines from the Eastern Idaho Public Health will be 
followed which include a metric of active rate of cases per county/area, hospital bed capacity, 
conditions of spread, etc. Due to the small population size of Custer County a rate of 15 active 
cases per 10,000 population is the current metric or fewer than 7 active cases. 

 
YELLOW: Learning With Caution – Mackay schools will increase precautions in response to 

additional cases. Guidelines will include all Green precautions and enhanced social distancing 
and sanitization. Students will attend school physically three days each week with one day of 
remote learning with students attending classes from home at designated times. Kindergarten 
and preschool students will attend school one day per week with one day per week of remote 
learning. Masks or face coverings will be required in classrooms and all common areas when a 
physical distance of 6 feet cannot be maintained.  
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COVID-19 Conditions: Widespread and or sustained transmission with high likelihood or 
confirmed exposure within communal settings, with potential for rapid increase in suspected 
cases. Guidelines from the Eastern Idaho Public Health will be followed which include a metric 
of active rate of cases per county/area, hospital bed capacity, conditions of spread, etc. An 
active case rate of approximately 7 active cases is identified for Custer County. Since Custer 
County consists of the areas of Mackay, Challis, and Stanley, guidance from Eastern Idaho Public 
Health will be followed to determine more specific guidelines for Mackay. Eastern Idaho Public 
Health will also coordinate with Southeastern Idaho Public Health to review identified cases in 
Butte County.  

 
RED: LEARN AT HOME – In extreme conditions, which could include a local or state stay-at-

home order, schools will be closed and remote learning will be enacted for all students unless 
special circumstances apply. Special circumstances include students with Individual Education 
Plans and identified at-risk status. 
 
COVID-19 Conditions: Large-scale community transmission, healthcare staffing significantly 
impacted, multiple cases within communal setting, healthcare facilities, schools, mass 
gatherings, etc. Eastern Idaho Public Health guidelines will be followed. 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT DURING GREEN, YELLOW, AND RED CONDITIONS: 
 

Green – Full Return with COVID Precautions 
This model represents a return to the school campus and the classroom where students will 
interact directly with their teacher(s) and classmates. The school day will follow the standard 
bell times and standard schedule that includes all core classes and other subject areas. In short, 
it represents a return to the traditional school environment – with several significant changes 
involving enhanced health and safety precautions. 
 

Districtwide Safety Practices 
• Social distancing will be implemented where possible and reasonable (some classes may 

meet in larger and more open spaces). 
• Daily temperature checks will be conducted in each classroom. 
• Masks or face coverings will be recommended in buildings unless social distancing of 6 

feet can be maintained. 
• Buildings will be routinely cleaned and disinfected according to CDC guidelines. 
• Handwashing will be integrated throughout the day. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms and throughout buildings. 
• Inside doors will be propped open. 
• When outside temperatures permit, windows and doors will remain open. 
• Symptom screening for sick staff and students will be conducted, and students and staff 

who exhibit symptoms will be required to go home. 
• Isolation areas at each school will be determined for students exhibiting symptoms. 
• Assemblies and gatherings will be limited to small groups or cancelled. 
• Students will stay in cohort groups where possible and reasonable. 
• Students will be assigned seats. 
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• School schedules may be adjusted to reduce the number of students in one location. 
• Lunch times will be staggered. Students may eat in other areas of the school or outside, 

weather permitting. 
• Elementary students will enter and exit the building through outside classroom doors. 
• Elementary beginning and end-of-day procedures will be adjusted for individual 

classrooms. 
• Locker use will be suspended for students at the junior/senior high school. 
• Outside use of district facilities will be limited and will require superintendent approval. 

 
Classroom Safety Practices 

• Staff will be required to wear face masks or face coverings when social distancing of 6 
feet cannot be maintained. 

• Students will be issued individual Chromebooks. 
• Limited use of shared materials and supplies will be maintained. 
• Hard copies of instructional materials will be minimized. 
• Desks will be arranged to allow for cohort groups and social distancing where possible 

and reasonable. 
 
School Bus Safety 

• Social distancing on school buses will be difficult so we encourage parents to consider 
alternate transportation to school if possible. Students will be required to wear face 
coverings on the bus. 

• Temperature checks will be conducted when students board buses. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available on each bus. 
• Thorough disinfecting of each bus will occur at the end of each route. 

 
Extracurricular Activities 

• We will follow guidance and directives from the Idaho High School Activities Association 
and the governing bodies of other extracurricular activities. 

• Identify separate entrance and exit doors for the gym and auditorium 
• Possible seating for spectators: family or parents only, identify sections for guests, 

guests leave after event 
• Concessions: candy, soda, chips (packaged foods only) 

 
 

Green – Stay At Home Option 
This model is designed for families who would like to maintain their connection to their enrolled 
school, but don’t yet feel comfortable sending their student(s) back to school in August. 
Students will attend school remotely.  Students who choose this model initially will be allowed 
to select or change models at the beginning of each semester only (due to Idaho Digital 
Learning Alliance fees and requirements). 
 
This learning model provides families the flexibility to choose an instructional model to meet 
their needs during these uncertain times and reflects our District’s commitment or providing a 
high-quality instructional experience, no matter what the setting. 
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What to expect: 

 Students are at home learning and will need access to a device, printer, and internet. 

 Instruction is provided remotely and students will have limited access to their 
teachers/staff during the regular school day hours. 

 Idaho Digital Learning Alliance will be utilized for K-6 students. Instruction will be 
provided in English Language Arts and Math. Limited support for other subjects will be 
provided by Mackay School District staff.   

 Junior/Senior High students can expect district level enrollment in IDLA courses. Limited 
support for other subjects will be provided by Mackay School District staff if requested. 

 Attendance will be coordinated with IDLA. 
 
 

Yellow: Learning With Caution 
All Districtwide safety practices for Green Level will be maintained with additional Yellow 
requirements in place. 
 
What to expect at the classroom and district level: 

• Students are at school part of each week and will participate in remote learning one day 
per week. Students need access to a device and internet. The school district will provide 
a device.  

• Students will attend school three days each week with one day consisting of remote 
learning. Kindergarten and Preschool students will attend one day each week with one 
day designated for remote learning.  

• Masks or face coverings will be required in classrooms and all common areas when a 
physical distance of 6 feet cannot be maintained.  

 Social distancing and sanitization will be increased.  

 Campus will be closed for students at the junior/senior high school. 

 Meals will be provided on Wednesday with a pickup option only. 

 Support and training for parents who need help accessing technology, tools, and online 
curriculum will be provided. 

 No outside use of district facilities. 
 
Extracurricular Activities: We will follow guidance and directives from the Idaho High School 
Activities Association. 
 
 

Red: Learn At Home 
This model will be used in extreme conditions, which could include a local or state stay-at-home 
order. Schools will be closed and remote learning will be enacted for all students unless special 
circumstances apply. Special circumstances include students with Individual Education Plans 
and identified at-risk status 
What to expect at the classroom level: 
 

• Students are at home learning and will need access to a device and internet. The school 
district will provide a device.  
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• Printed materials will be made available to students upon request. 
• Instruction is provided remotely and students will have access to their teachers during 

the regular school day hours. 
• Elementary students can expect daily lessons in ELA (English and Reading) and Math 

with face to face connections at scheduled times during the day. Support for other 
subjects will be provided at designated times. 

• There will be opportunities for in-person small group instruction or intervention 
determined by Individual Education Plans and identified at-risk status. Masks or face 
coverings will be required for both students and staff. 

• Junior/Senior High students can expect daily face to face connections for most periods.  
• Daily attendance will be taken for Grades K-6 and class period attendance will be taken 

for Grades 7-12. 
• Support and training for parents who need help accessing technology, tools, and online 

curriculum will be provided. 
 
What to expect at the district level: 

• Buildings will be closed to the general public except by appointment. 
• Athletics and other extracurricular activities will be suspended. 
• All staff will be expected to follow all CDC recommended PPE guidelines when in school 

buildings or working with students. 
• Meals will be available through delivery or pickup 

 
 

How can parents/guardians support their students during COVID-19 conditions? 
 

• Attend school trainings (in person or online) related to accessing remote and online 
learning. 

• Use alternate transportation to and from school if possible. 
• Support the district’s guidelines related to masks and face coverings. 
• Screen your child every morning before sending him/her to school. It is important that 

sick students and staff not be present at school. 
• Report to the school within 30 minutes and take your child home if he/she is sick or has 

a fever, cough, congestion, runny nose, or any other symptom related to COVID-19.  
• Do not send your child to school if he/she has had close contact (within 6 feet for more 

than 15 minutes) with someone testing positive for COVID-19 and notify the school. 
• Do not send your child to school if your child has tested positive for COVID-19 and notify 

the school of the positive test. 
• Follow guidance from your health provider. 

 
COVID-19 FAQ 
 
What if someone in a building is confirmed to have COVID-19 by health professionals? 
 

 The district will work closely with Eastern Idaho Public Health in the response process. 
Each situation will be handled case-by-case. 
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 Identify who was in close contact with the infected person. This may include entire 
classrooms. Those in close contact with the infected may be quarantined for up to 14 
days and not allowed to physically attend school or school activities during the 
quarantine. MSD Policy 3520 and IC 33-512.7 

 Determine specific locations where the infected person occupied the building. These 
locations will be immediately sanitized and/or vacated for a minimum of 3 days. 
 

 
How can we limit close contact (defined as being within six (6) feet for 15 or more minutes)? 
 

 Assigned seating in the classroom, lunchroom and on buses 

 Students eat and interact with the same group each day 

 Maintain a six (6) feet rule whenever possible 

 Stagger passing periods, lunch periods, and recess 

 Limit assemblies and gatherings 

 Redefine student drop off and pick up expectations 
 

 
Will facemasks be required? 
 

 Some of our students, teachers and their family members are in a high-risk category, or 
have immune deficiencies; therefore, during Green conditions we are requesting that all 
students and staff wear face masks or face coverings when social distancing cannot be 
maintained. Examples include hallways, common areas, office areas, and on buses.   

 If the district moves to Yellow or Red conditions, masks or face coverings will be 
required. 

 All parents and visitors who are in school buildings are asked to wear masks or face 
coverings. 

 Staff and students are expected to provide their own masks or face coverings. The 
district will also have some masks/shields available if necessary. 
 

 
What if an employee chooses not to work due to COVID-19 or needs to care for a child or 
immediate family member with COVID-19? 
 

 Employees will be required to meet the expectations of their job descriptions. 

 Reasonable accommodations may be made. 
 
 
Families First Corona Act 

o If employee is quarantined = Two weeks (up to 80 hours) of expanded family and 
medical leave at the employee’s regular rate of pay where the employee is 
unable to work because the employee is quarantined (pursuant to Federal, State, 
or local government order or advice of a health care provider), and/or 
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms and seeking a medical diagnosis; or 
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o Two weeks (up to 80 hours) of expanded family and medical leave at two-thirds 
the employee’s regular rate of pay because the employee is unable to work 
because of a bona fide need to care for an individual subject to quarantine 
(pursuant to Federal, State, or local government order or advice of a health care 
provider), or care for a child (under 18 years of age) whose school or child care 
provider is closed or unavailable for reasons related to COVID-19, and/or the 
employee is experiencing a substantially similar condition as specified by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services… 
 

 
How does this affect an employee’s sick leave? 
 

 The leave allowed under the Act is in addition to what the districts already provide. The 
Act grants eligible employees paid sick leave in addition to any preexisting leave accrued 
or banked. So if a district previously provided two weeks of sick paid leave, eligible 
employees would be entitle under the Act to a total of four weeks of paid sick leave.  

 This leave may be utilized before utilizing other sick leave. 
 

 
Will staff be expected to physically report to work under Yellow and Red conditions? 
Unless otherwise directed by Eastern Idaho Public Health, staff will be expected to report to 
work during Yellow and Red conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


